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Sir Knights of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island: 


During this Fast month it has been my 
privilege to attend, as your official Trep- 
resentative, the annual meetings in Mass- 
achusetts of the Grand Lodge, Grand Chap- 
ter and Grand Council. Certain statistics 
will interest youe In Massachusetts there 
fre now 109,572 taster Masons, not inc lud- 
ing 4689 in the Canal Zme, Chile and China /their rightful standing. Meanwhile, Pilgrim, 
There are 23,457 Chapter Masons and 11,014 Hilford, St. Bernard, Northampton, St. 
Knights Templar, “Tz Risde Island there are ;Paul ang Cambridge in this three-month per- 
1163 Master Masons, 5365 Chaptor Masons /icd, already exceed their last year tall 


this means that in Massachusetts 21% of all ization that sane particular Comandery 
Master Magons are in tho Chapter and 47% of Was once an active outpost of Christian 
all Chapter Canpanions have become Knighta |Templary in the days of kerosene lamps and 
Templar. In Rhode Island 33% of all Masons {horses, But the growth of modern tranrvort. 


are in the Chapter, and 42% of Chapter Ma- jation, especially the autamobile,-and 2 


Northampton, South Shore, Natick, Coeur de 


Sons belong to a Commandery. Thus, in jmarked change in the racial complexini: of 
Massachusetts, altho only one out of every jlocal population groups, have inevitably 
five Masons have joined the Chapter, a7" 2 changed the picture, In such instances we 
eS 


out of each 100 have becane Knights Tem- must eventually face facts. Fort Warrea 
Plar; in Rhode Island, altho one out of no longer defends Boston Harbor! And Custer 
every three Masams are in the Chapter,only | lost hs last fight with the Indians be- 
out of e&c have gone on to the Cam-/0ause he allowed his forces to remain di- 
mandery. Obviously there isa vast avail- |vided. Unquestionably sane of our Comnand- 
able supply of prospects in both states; eries can be finer, stronger and better, 
in Massachusetts additional effort must be |if thay would unite forces and present a 
expended to bring existing 21% Chapter |firm, united, prosperous and Srowing front. 
Membership of all Masons up nearer the Before loyal Sir Knights are allowed to 
splendid 83% record of Rhode Island, lose interest in some individual ¢Command- 
During the three months of September, | @ry because of listless loaders ip or 
October and November, 143 renortea deaths /S@cial inactivity, or declining membership 
in our 51 Commander ies, agatest Tis in new |@due to causes beyond human control, those 
etitions, resulted in a net g8in of 42° to {Sir Knights shoulda be saved for Templary 
fone added to the 13,279 Christian Knights by assuring them interested membership in 
in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. The 22 |/a strong, active, united Commandery, No 
Commanderies disclosing a net Joss, as of | lasting service is rendered Christianity, 


December 1, were St. Johns, Washington, or Templary, by futile attempts to perpet~ 
Holy Sepulchre, Palestine, Calvary, Old uate the form of some Commandery, hang tng 
Colony, Sutton, Jerusalem, Conn Valley, on, against insurmountable forces, Tho 


Woonsocket, Joseph Warren, Narragansett, Yeal service to Christianity is in the 
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preservation of Templary,- rather than the | 
lease of some Fartioular location ,~ and in |! 
assuring the continued active interest of i 


each individual 


prospyctive Sir Knight, | 
nov and in the future,- are missing the boatl! 
This month, and next month, and the month 
hereafter, are ths days when new petitions 
should be read. 

it may be later than you think! 


Courteously yours, i 


Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. i 
Grand Commander . H 
! 
the following is from the November notice i 
of huverhill Commandery #14; 


NO PLACE TO STOP 


Every once in a While, we hear sane bro- 
ther of the Symbolic Lodge say: "I have 
received the third degree; 
further because I consider 
Geived it all." Well, the brother may H 
be sincere in his attitude, but he prob t 
abiy has sane personal reason for making 
such a statement 
say that all of 


1 will go no i 
that I have re- i 


3 certainly he would not i 
Masonry is contained in the | 
No man would cons id- | 
Or & devout student! 
irst three chapters » 
There's no 


| 
the field is too Great for 


our Orders and show mark= 
od enthusiasm for a few years, perhaps fill 
all the stations, and then Gonsider they 
have reached the zenith of accomplishment. 
They ere endowed with a title end given a 
gold jewel in recognition of Service, and 
most of them think thoir work is ended. But 
wit a false conclusion} At that point, 
they heve only begun to acquire Masonic wis- 
dom. What service these men Sojld ronder to 
Mesonry if they would keep right on Working? 
There's no place to stop in Masonry, there's 
always something constructive that a brother 
car do, semothirg he can do for himsolf — 
socially, spiritually and morally, and at 


| 
| 
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tho same time be a greater asset to 
his organization, 


Clifford H. Bradley,Commander. 
Sek ak rk 


Progress in Tennessee 


| In 1926 they reached the peak in their 


membership 5186. Their net losses starte 


; in the depression and continued thru 194) 
; dropping to a low of 2058. For 1942 they 
; started net gains year after year until 


now thoy are at a new all time high of 
5431. Congratulations, Tennessee | 


Masonic Dates 
The dates adopted by the various bodies 


of Masonry ore of sufficient value to war 
rant their publication. Dates carried 


| out for this year of grace 1950 - Inizhts 


Templar founded 1118, hence Anno Ordinis 
832 - Second Temple began to be built by 
Zerubbabel, 530 B.C., hence the Royal 
Arch, Anno Inventions (Year of Discovery} 
2480, “oyal and Select Masters refer to 
completion of Temple, 1000 ¥.c., hence 
Royal and Select Masters, Anno Deposit- 
ionis (Year of Deposit) 2950. Ancient 
Craft Masons use Anno Lucis (Year of 


| Light) Creation 6950. Scottish Rite 


Masons use Anno Mundi (Year of World) 
Creation 5710. 


The three C's of Masonry spell York 
Rite: Chapter, Cotincil, Camandery. 


Take time out now and then for a personal 
check-up and you may find things out a~ 
bout yourself that you never Imew existed 
but which have been apparent to many of 
your associates. It will go a long way 
toward explaining their changed attitude 
toward you, end give you a ohance, i? 
you are honest with yourself, of getting 
back the good fellowship and goodwill 
that formerly existed. 


The annual meeting of the Past Commanders 
Association will be held on Friday, Jan, 
20th, in the Masonic Temple, Boston, 
Generalissimos and Captains -Ceneral are 
welcome to attend the dinner and enters 
tainment. Wateh for the notices 
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"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW 


The challenge of Templary faces every last» 
sr “Moson whose Christianity is a living ' 
reality. Gone is the time when speculation 
about the future of mankind was something to 
be set aside for later consideration. 1950 
calls for action, not only in the field of 
international policies, but fraternal con- 
cern about the current trend of religious 
thought, largely in that department of hu- 
man endeavor. The challenge of Templary i 
cannot be dismissed with a shrug of Mason- 
ic shoulders. It must be met face to face 
and disposed of, after due and timely an- 
alysis. If Master Masons would really: oan- 
‘tribute their just share toward world bet- 
terment, they owe it to their best selves I 
to engage in the further pursuit of Mason- | 
io knowledge that's to be found in the York 
Rite. The road to Knighthood is fraught 
‘with tremendously important milestones of i 
faith. It is a broad highway of cmsecra- | 
ted manifestation of what enlightened | 
mortals regard as direct revelations from | 
@od, the Father, thru His duly accredited 
Son-the Captain of our Knightly salvation. 


3 Ae tok 


Ours is not an eleemosynary institution. 
It is not philosophy or e church. It is 
an organization that tries to teach bro- 
therhood. There are five approaches to 
Masonry: philosophical, historical, psy- 
chological,ritualistic and ethical. You 
cannot approach Masmry in any other way 
than one of these five. Frequently, we 
stress four of them and forget the ethic- 
al approach,which is a way of lifes 
eo 


Pilgrimages are not oly very enjoyable 
but also very profitable to ths cause of 
Tomplary. If the Sir Knights of any 
Commandery do not participate in frat- 
ernal visits that Commandery is quite apt 
to get ina rut and to cmmtinue to do 
things year ofter year as they hnve ale 
woys done. The result is no progress. 
Any Knight Templar who visits a live Com- 
mandery is almost certain to see some+ 
thing new and interesting and if the 
manner is better than the way his own 
Commandery does it he shald take the 
idda home and introduce it in the work. 
Thus only can a Commandery be kept from 
becoming stagnated. 

eK ieee 
Tt's what you learn after you know it 
all that countse 


at 
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Smething just as essential as armaments 
is the spirit of the people. Unified in 
purpose, we have power. Right now, in 
North America, we are all in the same oa” 
and a lifeboat, at that. With everything 
we value and with everything that has mad. 
our lot pleasant or endwable, we are 
heading for shore thru rough waters end 
unchartered dangers. Let's pull together 
for safety without bickering because one 
of the oarsmen has more money than we, or 
belongs to another groupe Our camon 
problems can be solved thru a clearer ur- 
derstanding of our canmon brotherhood. 


esate ek 
The first Knights Tenplar Christmas Toast 
was proposed in 1876, just 73 years agoe 
Sir Knight Stephen Berry, Eminent Past 
Commander of Portlond(Maine) Commandery 
No2 and Grand Recorder of the Grand “om- 
mandery of Maine, inaugurated the custom 
of the Christmas Observance, when he in- 
vited Templar Correspondence of Grand Con- 
manderies around the world to drink a 
toast at noon on Xmas Day. The custom 
beceme popular and was unofficially con- 
tinued for 12 years when in 1889 Sir 
Knight Charles Roome, Most Eminent Grand 
Master of the Grand Encampment made it 
official. 


A Dengercus Habit 
The fault-finding habit is a bad one. It 
is easily acquired and not readily broken. 
We live in an imperfect world. Everything 
is flawed and defective. Institutions all 
blunder and fall short of the ideal. Per- 
sons are all erring creatures and thir 
faults give us offense, but one should 
not pay too much attention to the faults 
of others, or to the defects of the world 
in which he lives. He may becane a chron- 
ic fault-finder, and in that ease he will 
becane a grumbler. If he is not careful, 
he will degenerate into a growler. If 
he growls long enough ho will becane a 
cynic. When a man becomes a cynic, he 
has reached ths bottom. There is nothing 
lower than cynicism. A cynic is no account 
either to himself or to otherse He did not 
intend at the start to became 4 cynic. He 
began by finding fault and the habit grow 
on him until his mind became twisted and 
his heart sour. DON'T IRT If GET YOUS 

sea Hk 

The monthly oalendar we are using for the 
year 1950 is exactly the same as that used 
in tle yeor 1786. ; 


> 


"TEMPLARY IS TEE NEW 


Monotony is a state of affairs or « condi- 
tion which eventually gets the goat of any- { 
enes It kills interest where it prevails | 
and is not conducive to progress. A stran- 
ger can walk thru a plece of business and |, 
see at a glance things that pass daily bo- | 
‘fore the cyes of the proprietor without ae | 

7 

| 


ing noticed. Familiarity dulls the power 
of observation and usually sanething fran 
the outside is required to stimulate chan- 
ges in thought and environment. Staleness 
is as undesirable as wnstability. Old 
things in a new garb will renew their a 
| 
! 
} 


If your Commandery seems to be stale, if 
interest has died and monotony prevails at 
the Conclaves to a point where attendance 
has suffered, try to imagine yourself a 
visita being present for the first time 
and endeavor to look at the situation fra 
the visitor's viewpoint. It will be unuse 
ual if new ideas do not come to you. While | 
the ancient landmarks of Masonry are always! 
observed and in the Commandery there are 
certain requirements which must be carried ! 
out, still there are changes which do not | 
interfére,which, if put into operation, | 
would make it seem different, New regalia ! 
will accanplish wonders,but new faces and ! 
change of personnel among the officers and { 
eommittees will also alter the sitvatim. | 
Men have different ways of doing the same j 
thing. We have all heard parts of our rite | 
uals given in an uninteresting unimpressive | 
monotone which holds the attention of no- | 
one, While at sane other time we have heard ' 
these same rituals given by another who puts 
some life, enthusiasm and interest into the | 
job,and as a result, the interest of all is| 
held and we go home feeling that we have i 
been given a treat. If our ritualistic and | 
tactical work is done by men who feel they ' 
have something to offer and who put them- 
selves into their work and at the same time! 
there is same snap put into the floor work | 
instead of simply going thru the motions, i 
it will add greatly to the effect upon the 
candidates and also upon those whe sit on 
the sidelines as observers. 

Snap, precision and familiarity with the 
part assigned, by those active in the work, 
will do a great deal towards removing sane 
of the monotony. Conclaves should start on! 
time, unnecessary delays should be elimine | 
ated, equipment should be in firsteclass 
condition, officers should be careful as to, 
their appeerance, and the meeting place \ 


_much they are putting into life. 
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should be clean, comfortable and well 


lighted end the work should be put ou in 
as impressive a manner as possible. 


latest Annual Results 


Go Members Net ra 
Arkansas 2732 4195 +7 ol 
California 14502 4587 +4.0 
Connecticut 4024 ~9 “02 
Indiana 11763 4424 43.06 
Georgia 8540 +452 45.3 
Kentucky 7528 #525 +720 
Louis iana 2282 + 57 4205 
New Jersey 3539 497 +267 
NoCarolina 5086 3333 46.6 
Texas 19722 +3197 46.1 
Virginia 6013 $236 43.9 
Tennessee 5431 +434 4840 
Massachus etts 11014 +207 41.9 
Rhode Island 2265 =34 -1.5 
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How many have heard tle statement "What 
has the Commandery done for me?! 

The greatest canpensation that canes to 
us for such services camot be reckoned 
in so many dollars, though these are 
necessary as a medium of exchange to sus- 
tain life,but of much more value is tls 
realization tmt we are trying to do our 
best to serve our followmen as we go a= 


| bout our daily tasks. 


When we took our vow in the Order of the 
Temple we faithfully vowed to do certain 
duties which are enjoined in our Order 
and I often shudeer when I think of how 
often we fail to keep these sacred pled- 
ges» When I hear someone say, "I am get- 
ting so little out of life,” I wonder how 
We can= 
not expect to reap if we do not save 

Let each of us follow the Great Captain 
of Our Salvation anddy with all our 


| might, what our hands find to do = do it 
| now for the night cometh when man shall 
' work no moree 


SRO RIOR OK 
The definite objective of the Grand En- 


| campment is for the advancement of Tanplar 


Masonry,and for the defense end pronul- 
gation of the Christian religion. This — 
Significant anniversary-134 years of 
Christian accomplisment-marks the begin= 
ning of a new era of triumph for the great 
Order of Knights Templar» 


St. Johr ACCUMULAT IVE 


Boston 7 4950 = 4,942 1988 107 
Newburyport 2 Sept. 2 53 {3 3 
Washington = as Octe cae 128 129 
Jorcester County 16 2 Nove 185 186 202 152 
Springfield 12 6 Deca 278 276 «2 223 

De Molay 16 10 Jane R 79 28 292 
Holy Sepulchre = 2 Feb. 79 05 990 
Pilgrim 20 1 Maro 550 OL ie 
Palestir = = Apr 5 672 969 

Milford 4 at May 727 676 605 
St. Bernard 5 = June 773 705 656 
Calvary 3 2 

Haverhill h 2 

01d Colony = oa EaDERS 

Sutto n 1 C3 

Bethany 3 = HUGH DE PAYENS 27 

Winslow Lewis 1 = DS MOLAY 26 

Jerusalen i << BOSTON 22 

‘Hugh de Payens 16 1 Pilgrim 

St. Omer 1 i Worcester 18 

Berkshire 5 i Springfield 18 

Conn, Valley aL = 

Woonsocket = = 

Godfrey de Bowillon 1 i Per 100 Last yi 
Joseph Warren = = \ i _ 
Narragansett = = Hugh de Payens Fal: 302 
Bristol 3 = St. Bernard 607 $207 
Northampton 1 = Pilgrin 6.6 > 5. 
South Shore = = Winthrop 502 #201 
Trinity 6 2 Reading Fol +309 
Natick - * Masso. 202 +109 
Coeur de Lion = 1 Bhode Island °F als) 
pinnae Sewage LY Sa 

Livet - Z COMMANDERS 

Athol = = WE MUST BHAT DEFEAT! 

Bay State h 2 With 40% of the proses year 
Cyprus | a i behind us it is time to FIGHT-FICHT 
St. Paul 3 2 ONE MORE ROUNDS 
Beauseant om = When your feet are so tired that 
Cambridge 5 & you have to shuffle back to the cente 
Bethlehem 1 = of the ring, FIGHT ONS MORE FIGHT. 
Orange 1 = When your arms are so tired that you 
Ivanhoe = = can hardly lift your hands to come on 
Quincy L 7 guard, FIGHT ONS MORE ROUND. When 
Temple 2 4 your eyes are black and you are so 
St. Andrew 2 3 tired you wish your oppenent would 
Reading il a crack you one on the jaw and put you 
“T.S. Webb = w to sleep, FIGHT ONS MORE ROUND- 

Sir Galahad = 3 renembering that the man, who always 
Winthrop = 5 FIGHTS ONE MORE ROUND, is never 
= beateno ; 
TOTAL 185 35 


Frank H. Wilson, P.G.C 
4 } Chairman = 


